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Charles Panati : Panati's Extraordinary Origins of Everyday Things  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Panati's Extraordinary Origins of Everyday Things: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. interesting bookBy YIPLIUInteresting book with lots of 
information. It is worth reading. The absence of a section mentioning the origin of tampon is disappointing. Tampon 
was only mentioned ever so briefly under contraception.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Favorite 
Non Fiction Book... everBy mydiamondpkThis is a goofy book I stumbled across at Half Price Books, and have since 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060964197


purchased several copies for friends. I love this book! It tells all kinds of obscure (and not so obscure) origins of things 
we have all over our house, and our world. Kids love it, adults love it... it's just fun to read about how things came to 
be (did you know "Uncle Sam" was a Real guy? or that Germans invented shampoo in the 1890's? the brassiere was 
from Greece 2500 BC? or that high heels were developed over time in France beginning in the 16th century because 
the King (Louis XIV) was short?!) I guarantee there's something in there that would appeal to anyone you know. I 
have yet to find someone that can't find something they thought was interesting in this book...0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Fantastic book of "trivia" but far higher level of depth and scholarship than most "bathroom 
readers"By KC JonesMr. Panati breaks out and give lie to the notion that all collections of "fun facts" and "trivia" are 
at the same level. In Extraordinary Origins, he presents bit-sized doses of interesting info, yes. BUT he does so with a 
level of discussion and scholarship far above the usual "1,000 facts that will _____" tomes. Highly recommended for 
those seeking a "mezzanine" between 'fact books' and 'scholarly discourses'

For lovers of facts, students of popular culture, history buffs, and science enthusiasts, the fascinating stories behind 
500 everyday items, expressions, and customs--from Kleenex to steak sauce, Barbie Dolls to honeymoons.

About the AuthorCharles Panati is an industrial physicist, former college professor, and for many years was the 
science editor of Newsweek. He's published 13 non-fiction books exploring the 'origins' of things, and two novels. His 
Browser's Book of Beginnings was the basis for the TV show The Start of Something Big, hosted by comedian Steve 
Allen, and written by Panati. 


