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Ethan Mordden : On Sondheim: An Opinionated Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised On Sondheim: An Opinionated Guide: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Mordden you knowBy enubriusAs usual, Mordden writes with 
impeccable authority, wit, and style on the most important figure in late 20th century musical theater.Indeed, if there is 
a better writer on the subject, I've never heard of, let alone read, him/her/it.What is most impressive is the exhaustive 
amount of information he manages to cram into such a slim (albeit closely spaced) volume.Two things, though: Meryl 
Secrest's bio of Sondheim is an almost unreadable work and there is CERTAINLY room for a better one, and, in the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199394814


discography I find no mention of "Putting it Together" (Goodtimes entertainment 05-81268) the British (and 
Broadway) revue modeled on the same structure as "Marry Me A Little" starring Carol Burnett, George Hearn, John 
Barrowman, Ruthie Henshall, and... Bronson Pinchot?!If you have any interest at all in musical theater, read this... and 
all the other Mordden (I'm always so proud to spell that correctly) works on the subject11 of 11 people found the 
following review helpful. I always enjoy Mordden's style even if I don't always agree with ...By 
TomEnrouteOpinionated indeed! Despite being a Sondheim fan for almost 50 years, seen all the shows, attended his 
lecture, read all the books, I have still gained added insight into the composer, his work and his process from this short 
book. I always enjoy Mordden's style even if I don't always agree with him. Highly recommended.3 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. Talkin' BroadwayBy K.B. KrippThis is like having a nice, long, lively conversation with 
a fellow that knows it all, when it comes to Broadway. I've absolutely loved many Sondheim shows for years, and 
disliked a couple of them. Some books on him become so forced and abstracted that ON SONDHEIM is a relief. It's 
highly informative and still enjoyable to read.

In On Sondheim, renowned author Ethan Mordden takes the reader on a tour of Stephen Sondheim's work, arguing for 
the importance and appeal of the composer-lyricist in American theater and, even more, in American culture. Over the 
course of eighteen shows, Mordden demonstrates that Sondheim is a classical composer who happens to write 
musicals. Sondheim has intellectualized the musical by tackling serious content usually reserved for the spoken stage: 
nonconformism (in Anyone Can Whistle, 1964), history (in Pacific Overtures, 1976), and cannibalism as a metaphor 
for class warfare (Sweeney Todd, 1979). Yet his work combines complex music and intellectual plots with a masterly 
skill for the fabric of theatre. His shows are all intensely theatrical, produced with flair and brilliance, whether in the 
lush operetta of A Little Night Music (1973) or the quixotic fairy-tale magic of Into the Woods (1987). Mordden 
provides fresh insights and analyses of every Sondheim show, from his first hit (West Side Story, 1957) to his most 
recent title (Road Show, 2008). Each musical has a dedicated chapter, including articles on Sondheim's life and his 
major influences, and comprehensive bibliographical and discographical essays place the Sondheim literature and 
recordings in perspective. Writing with his usual blend of the scholarly and the popular - with a wicked sense of 
humor - Ethan Mordden reveals why Stephen Sondheim has become Broadway's most significant voice in the last fifty 
years.

"...at less than 200 pages, and given his wealth of insight, Mr. Mordden's book may be the ideal introduction to 
Sondheim's work for those who've just caught the bug." -- Charles Isherwood, New York Times "Mordden offers a 
highly idiosyncratic, big-picture, and completely delicious portrait of Sondheim, show by show, as one of the 20th 
(and 21st?) century's greatest artists." -- Jesse Green, New York Magazine"With this book, Ethan Mordden continues 
his critical examination of that body of work and, with affection and smarts, gives us a good overview. The more you 
know, the more you will like ON SONDHEIM." -- Wall Street Journal"Essential reading for lovers of Sondheim or 
musical theater." -- Library Journal"...candid and academically sound assessment of Sondheim as a unique personality 
creating art." -- Broadway WorldAbout the AuthorEthan Mordden has long been recognized as an authority on the 
American musical, and is the author of such books as Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theater, Make 
Believe: The Broadway Musical in the 1920s, Beautiful Mornin': The Broadway Musical in the 1940s, and Coming 
Up Roses: The Broadway Musical in the 1950s. He lives in Manhattan. 


