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Alban Webb : London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War before purchasing it in order

to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service
and the Cold War:

From itsinception in 1932, overseas broadcasting by the BBC quickly became an essential adjunct to British
diplomatic and foreign policy objectives. For this reason, the World Service was considered the primary means of
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engaging with attitudes and opinions behind the Iron Curtain during the Cold War. Although funded by government
Grant-in-Aid, the Service's editorial independence was enshrined in the BBC's Charter, Licence and Agreement.
London Calling explores the delicate balance of power that lay in the relations between Whitehall and the World
Service during the Cold War.This book also assesses the nature and impact of the World Service's programmes on
listenersliving in the Eastern bloc countries. In doing so, it traces the evolution of overseas broadcasting from Britain
alongside the palitical, diplomatic and fiscal challenges that the country faced right up to the Suez crisis and the 1956
Hungarian uprising. These were defining experiences for the United Kingdom's international broadcaster that, as a
consequence, helped shape and define the BBC World Service as we know it today. London Calling is an important
study for anyone interested in the media and foreign policy histories of Great Britain or the history of the Cold War
more generaly.Winner of the Longman History Today Book of the Y ear Award 2015

Alban Webb expertly reveals the special war of the ether which West and East waged against each other during the all-
too-tangible Cold War. In these pages the aerials hum once more and the men and women who made them do so, to
considerable effect, also breathe again. Peter Hennessy, Attlee Professor of Contemporary British History, Queen
Mary University of London, UK... Thisiswhat a good history should do: both reveal new narratives as well as whet
our anticipation for other good stories that might be told. Alban Webb has given usin London Calling, with al the
hallmarks, agood BBC history. History Transnational Alban Webb has given usin London Calling, with all the
hallmarks, agood BBC history. Perhaps the author will produce more research about the BBC. | hope so. | also
suspect he knows that for Great Britain in the 21st century, the sun may now be finally setting on the Union Jack. But
Alban Webb also knows and shows that for media historians, the sun shows no signs of setting on the history of the
BBC. H-NetAlban Webb's meticulously researched account of the postwar wrangling between government and the
BBC not only provides fascinating detail but also offers a narrative and perspective which allows usto seeits
relevance today. The Political QuarterlyWebb guides the reader through the intricacies of FO and BBC politics with
great verve. He uses the BBC Written Archives (which are rarely consulted by historians) to tremendous effect ...
Scholarly and accessible, London Calling is afine read and aworthy winner of the Longman-History Today Book
Prize. History TodayAlban Webbs London Calling: Britain, the BBC World Service and the Cold War won the 2015
Longman-History Today Book Prize. That honor might attract your attention to the book. However, understanding
how the leaders of the BBC External Service (renamed the World Service in 1965) fought to maintain a Western
standard of journalistic objectivity amid internal and external pressures because of the commencement of the Cold
War will keep you engaged in it. - Anthony Moretti, Robert Morris University, USA, Journalism Mass
Communication QuarterlyAbout the AuthorAlban Webb is a historian and Lecturer in Digital Humanities at the
University of Sussex, UK. Heis also Associate on the Cold War Studies Programme at the London School of
Economics and Political Science, UK.



