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Arthur Anderson : Let's Pretend and the Golden Age of Radio before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Let's Pretend and the Golden Age of Radio:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Great History of an Era of BroadcastingBy Sean DoughertyArthur
Anderson's personality and style come through in his telling of the history of Let's Pretend, on which he appeared for
17 years. NilaMack, hisfellow actors, and the era of being aworking actor in the age of dramatic radio come to vivid
life in the text. Thisbook has become a model text for many other first-person accounts of the era and contains many
great photographs, anecdotes and researched facts about the pay, work rules, and creative process of old time radio.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1593930194

For anyone interested in that era, thisis afirst stop to enlightenment.

Let's Pretend actually went under a different title and slight variations of formats before settling down to the now-
familiar children's program heard today through surviving recordings. On October 27, 1928, a Saturday morning
children's program offering whimsical tales of fantasy and fairy tales premiered under the title of Aunt Jymmie and
Her Totsin Tottyville. Very little is known about this program except for the format. The hostess of the series (Aunt
Jymmie) would introduce each week's drama to the juvenile audience, which would be enacted by a cast of young
children known as "the tots." The young "tots" would then travel to Tottyville, a make-believe world of king and
gueens, princesses, witches and magic spells. This series lasted for eighteen broadcasts from October 27, 1928 to
February 23, 1929, originating from the WABC studio in New Y ork City, the flagship station for CBS. Aunt Jymmie
was replaced by a second children's radio program known as The Children's Club Hour with Howard Merrill. Merrill
functioned as both the host and the scriptwriter. Later, during the 1940s, Merrill would write scripts for The Gay
Nineties Revue, Secret Missions, and detective series such as Sherlock Holmes, Leonidas Witherall and the Abbott
Mysteries. Just as the title suggests, The Children's Club Hour aso featured fairy tales enacted by juvenile cast
members, but why the word "hour"; isin the programstitle is not al too clear - the program was only on the air for a
thirty-minute time slot. After seventeen broadcasts of The Children's Club Hour, the time slot was handed over to
Estelle Levy and Patricia Ryan who created a third Saturday morning children's program, this onetitled The
Adventures of Helen and Mary. Third time was the charm. The Adventures of Helen and Mary has been documented
in encyclopedias such as John Dunning's On the Air as the forerunner of Let's Pretend, and this statement is correct but
it should be known that Aunt Jymmie and the Children's Club Hour programs were not previous incarnations of Let's
Pretend. The producers, directors, cast and staff of those two previous were totally different programs. The only
similarity was the fact that they both offered renditions of fairy tales for young radio listeners. The Children's Club
Hour began on March 2, 1929. The exact date of the final broadcast of The Children's Club Hour is June 22, 1929. The
first broadcast of The Adventures of Helen and Mary was June 29, 1929. The Adventures of Helen and Mary was very
successful and was heard for atotal of 229 broadcasts. Interesting trivia: For avery brief time during December 1930
and January 1931, the name of the program changed from The Adventures of Helen and Mary to Land O' Make
Believe. Thereis no evidence explaining why the program changed itstitle for the few brief weeks and back again and
it's not clear how many broadcasts went by the name Land O' Make Believe. After 229 broadcasts, Nila Mack, who by
then was heavily involved with the program, took over the reins and changed the title from The Adventures of Helen
and Mary to Let's Pretend. (Anyone slightly confused can recall the example of how Counterspy and David Harding,
Counterspy are the same program, it's just that the title changed over the years.) "The best book about radio I've read
since Mary Jane Higby's Tune in Tomorrow. Y ou have made the whole golden age of radio come alive." - Ron
Lackmann, author

About the AuthorArthur Anderson, an actor for 69 years, started playing character roles for NilaMack on Let's
Pretend at age 13, and was on it almost every week (with time out for military service) until the program's demise. He
played the boy Luciusin Orson Welles' spectacular Broadway production of Julius Caesar, and was then in Welles
Mercury Theatre on the Air on CBS. He was most recently the voice of the nasty farmer Eustacein the TV cartoon
series Courage, the Cowardly Dog, but he's most proud of his 29 years as the original voice of the Lucky Charms
(cereal) Leprechaun.



