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Oliver Wang : Legions of Boom: Filipino American Mobile DJ Crewsin the San Francisco Bay Area
(Refiguring American Music) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised Legions of Boom: Filipino American Mobile DJ Crewsin the San Francisco Bay Area (Refiguring
American Music):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Such an awesome book, highly recommend for people in search of
...By Joal P VargasSuch an awesome book, highly recommend for people in search of Bay Area history, Filipino


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0822358905

history or music history.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Good Read! By D-ScratchGood read. Very
informative. O-Dub is atrue hip hop historian.

Armed with speakers, turntables, light systems, and records, Filipino American mobile DJ crews, such as Ultimate
Creations, Spintronix, and Images, Inc., rocked dance floors throughout the San Francisco Bay Areafrom the late
1970s through the mid-1990s. In Legions of Boom noted music and pop culture writer and scholar Oliver Wang
chronicles this remarkable scene that eventually became the cradle for turntablism. These crews, which were
instrumental in helping to create and unify the Bay Area's Filipino American community, gave young men
opportunities to assert their masculinity and gain social status. While crews regularly spun records for school dances,
weddings, birthdays, or garage parties, the scene's centerpieces were showcasesor multi-crew performanceswhich
drew crowds of hundreds, or even thousands. By the mid-1990s the scene was in decline, as single DJs became
popular, recruitment to crews fell off, and aspiring scratch DJs branched off into their own scene. Asthetraining
ground for ageneration of DJs, including DJ Q-Bert, Shortkut, and Mix Master Mike, the mobile scene left an
indelible mark on its community that eventually grew to have a global impact.

"Asawriter and scholar Oliver Wang is relentlessly insightful and compulsively readable. Here it'simpossible not to
feel his passion for the pleasures and follies of immigrant and second-gen Filipino American youth, as he follows them
from their suburban garages into the rapture of flashing lights and rising tempos, and the warm electricity of bodies
moving together on a Saturday night. With Legions of Boom, Wang has created something indispensablea singular
document of aforgotten yet influential erain west coast hip-hop and dance music, arare and rich account of protean
Asian American creativity, and a subtle, poetic work of ethnography.”



