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Michael Walker : Laurel Canyon: The Inside Story of Rock-and-Roll's Legendary Neighborhood  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Laurel Canyon: The Inside 
Story of Rock-and-Roll's Legendary Neighborhood: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I was there.By Bruce HauserBrought back a lot of great memories. I 
was there at the time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy DeeLoved it! Great story!1 of 1 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0865479666


people found the following review helpful. A good read.By Video226This book is so good that people keep borrowing 
it and not returning it.

In the late sixties and early seventies, an impromptu collection of musicians colonized a eucalyptus-scented canyon 
deep in the Hollywood Hills of Los Angeles and melded folk, rock, and savvy American pop into a sound that 
conquered the world as thoroughly as the songs of the Beatles and the Rolling Stones had before them. Thirty years 
later, the music made in Laurel Canyon continues to pour from radios, iPods, and concert stages around the world. 
During the canyon's golden era, the musicians who lived and worked there scored dozens of landmark hits, from 
"California Dreamin'" to "Suite: Judy Blue Eyes" to "It's Too Late," selling tens of millions of records and resetting the 
thermostat of pop culture.In Laurel Canyon, veteran journalist Michael Walker tells the inside story of this 
unprecedented gathering of some of the baby boom's leading musical lightsincluding Joni Mitchell; Jim Morrison; 
Crosby, Stills, and Nash; John Mayall; the Mamas and the Papas; Carole King; the Eagles; and Frank Zappa, to name 
just a fewwho turned Los Angeles into the music capital of the world and forever changed the way popular music is 
recorded, marketed, and consumed.

From Publishers WeeklyBeginning in the mid-1960s, a string of successful rock bands emerged out of Laurel Canyon, 
a neighborhood of Los Angeles tucked away in the hills north of Sunset Boulevard. From the success of bands like the 
Byrds and the Mamas and the Papas, and singer-songwriters like Joni Mitchell and Jimmy Webb, Walker proposes 
Laurel Canyon as rock's answer to Jazz Age Paris. It's a plausible concept, but one he stumbles to elaborate past the 
length of a magazine feature. The journalist, who lives in Laurel Canyon, delivers strong material on some of the 
musicians he cites, particularly in early chapters about Crosby, Stills Nash and Frank Zappa, but offers little about 
other equally significant acts. Instead, he pads the story with lengthy sections on groupies and the music scene in other 
parts of the city, the Altamont concert (which was hundreds of miles away) and a digression on the history of cocaine. 
Furthermore, his enthusiasm for the Laurel Canyon legend leads to shaky critical pronouncements. If "the folk stars of 
the early 1960s were the first rock stars," for example, then what was Elvis? 8 pages of bw photos. (May) Copyright 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistWalker recalls, mostly 
sweetly, the famed breeding ground for the L.A. cool that pervaded late-1960s American rock. He offers candid, 
insightful glimpses of Frank Zappa's bizarre, brief tenure in early cowboy movie star Tom Mix's old log cabin; the 
jangly social and musical interaction of the Byrds, Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young, and Joni Mitchell; the rise of the 
singer-songwriter marketing label; and the scourge of casual cocaine abuse that pervaded the era and, soon, much of 
the rest of Woodstock Nation. He pads aplenty about tangential issues hardly unique to Laurel Canyon, such as, 
besides cocaine, those somewhat forgotten but then integral figures on the pop music scene, groupies. Nevertheless, he 
is pretty comprehensive about a pivotal place and time in American rock. If not quite essential to the rock shelves, the 
book valuably accounts for how, with the rise of the Eagles and their bland, strictly commercial ilk, the term mellow 
lost its luster as a pop-music -descriptor. Mike TribbyCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 
Laurel Canyon is hilarious and true and bittersweet. Michael Walker catches the mood in the air, and gets it right... the 
interviews are wonderful . . . It's a beautifully-written document of that time and place when the personalities were as 
big as those stony dreams that fueled some of the greatest masterpieces in rock. Cameron CroweLaurel Canyon 
captures all the magic and lyricism of an almost mythological geographical spot in the history of pop music. The book 
lovingly limns the story of a more melodious time in rock and roll where the great talents of the 60s and 70s cloistered 
together in a sort of enchanted valley populated by an all-star cast of characters, including Joni Mitchell, Jim 
Morrison, Mama Cass and Brian Wilson. Stephen Gaines, author of Philistines at the HedgerowIn Laurel Canyon, 
rock and roll history is urban history, California history, American history, global history through the songs and 
scandals coming from a canyon on the coast of dreams running through the labyrinthine center of our times. Kevin 
Starr, Professor of History, University of Southern California and author of Coast of Dreams: California on the Edge 


