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Trish FitzSimons, Pat Laughren, Dugald Williamson : Australian Documentary: History, Practices and Genres 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Australian 
Documentary: History, Practices and Genres: 

Drawing on interviews with leading industry sources and containing discussion of over 200 documentaries, Australian 
Documentary: History, Practices and Genres brings to life over a century of documentary making and connects it to 
international debates in criticism, theory and history. Documentary is the oldest continuous form of screen production 
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in Australia, and today plays a pivotal part in our creative industries. This incisive book covers the development of 
documentary in Australia from the early days of cinema to the coming of television and to the digital environment. 
Addressing the issues facing today's documentary makers, the authors explore the role of the documentary in shaping 
the nation and forming the 'imagined community'.

'This is an important book - the intellectual framing is innovative, the thoroughness is exceptional and the insight is 
illuminating. And those who don't know their way around the Australian documentary will surely find its passion 
infectious.' Dr Jane Mills, Charles Sturt UniversityAbout the AuthorTrish FitzSimons is Associate Professor, Griffith 
Film School, Queensland College of Art, Griffith University.Pat Laughren is Associate Professor, Griffith Film 
School, Queensland College of Art, Griffith University.Dugald Williamson is Associate Professor, School of Arts, 
University of New England, New South Wales. 


