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William K. Everson : American Silent Film  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised American Silent Film: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Movies and studios from silent era: An historical perspectiveBy 
Rama RaoThis is one of the best surveys of the movie industry from its beginnings that covers the entire silent era 
which spanned from 1905 to 1928 and then the talkie movies took over from silent movies. The author discusses the 
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work of great directors such as D.W. Griffith, Frank Borzage, John Ford, Erich von Stroheim, Josef von Sternberg, 
and King Vidor. The book also recognizes the work of performers such as Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, Douglas 
Fairbanks Sr., Mary Pickford, Lillian Gish, Mae Marsh and numerous others. The book also discusses the movies 
under categories such as; comedies, Westerns, horror movies, gangster movies, love story and family dramas along 
with innovation and development in the areas of art direction, production, design, camera techniques and screen 
writing. The book is incredibly informative for anyone interested in the history and archeology of early American 
cinema.A brief summary is as follows: The American movies flourish across the globe, and it all started in the wake of 
industrial revolution. The industry was built on firm foundation and it evolved rapidly when the movie making was 
still a fantasy of few dreamers and artists in Europe. This was before the first Nickelodeon opened in United States in 
1905. When European countries were in the middle of war, the European movie businesses were badly hurt. In sensing 
that the competition is minimized, American movie businesses were strengthened and lead over European movie 
industry was lengthened considerably. This was the critical period when the American cinema achieved total mastery 
of the art of making movies, from screen writing to production and marketing of the product. Directors like Griffith, 
Stroheim, and Flaherty, Murnau, and Welles were mainly responsible for the artistic progressions, and technical and 
artistic innovations. They often used "A" stars like Rudolph Valentino, Mary Pickford, Colleen Moore, Clara Bow and 
Douglas Fairbanks for making box office hits. The revenue generated helped for more artistic experimentation and 
variety and creativity in Hollywood. Many less known directors during the silent era also made impressive movies, but 
not often box office hits. This list included; William Seiter, Irvin Willat, Harry Pollard, and Emory Johnson. In 1919 
D.W. Griffith, Douglas Fairbanks, Charlie Chaplin and Mary Pickford formed United Artists to give themselves 
greater freedom in making movies and greater profits for their investments, which interested other investors to invest 
in movie business that helped Hollywood to grow at a faster rate.Another key step Hollywood would take is to tap into 
European expertize during 1910s and 20s. There was a strong presence of imported directors and actors/actresses from 
the other side of the "pond." The early influences of Gustaf Molander, Ernst Lubitsch, Dmitri Buchovetski and F. W. 
Murnau in Hollywood were real and significant. In fact much of the important names in Swedish movie business had 
moved to Hollywood including Greta Garbo resulting in complete collapse of the Swedish movie industry.The comedy 
films have a rich history in Hollywood. Hollywood greats such as Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, Mack Sennett, 
Harold Lloyd and Laurel Hardy made great silent comedies. But talkie films brought new talents like W. C. Fields. It's 
a gift, Duck soup, Blessed event and Love me tonight are some of the finest comedies. The ultimate end of silent era 
was evident in 1926 with the making of Don Juan and more significantly The Jazz Singer in 1927.The silent industry 
was dying with much resistance from leading directors like Borzage, Ford, Stroheim, Sternberg, and King Vidor. They 
thought that would lessen the commercial value of Hollywood movies in European market and it would also destroy 
the unique form of art. Several leading actors and actresses supported that view. Greta Garbo was the last holdout 
because she was afraid that her heavy Swedish accent will not be accepted by American audience. Her last silent film 
"Kiss" was released in late 1929. The transition also kicked-in pretty strongly with stage directors like James Whale, 
George Cukor, John Cromwell, and Rouben Mamoulian. New performers from stage like James Cagney, Paul Muni, 
Humphrey Bogart, Clark Gable and Spencer Tracy made lasting impact on talkie movies. Lubitsch's "Trouble in 
Paradise" and Mamoulian's "Love me Tonight" restored all the elegance of silent era, but several talkie movies of 1930 
and 1931 also made strong showing in keeping the artistic forms of the silent movies. It was at the end of 1931 that 
"Hollywood holdouts" realized that the end of silent era has just passed by.This book contains a number of 
photographs about art direction, and still photographs of several stars of the silent days; they are immaculate and rare 
pictures to treasure. In the appendix section of the book, the author discusses several published books about the history 
of Hollywood, which are helpful for readers interested in American movie history. This is a great book to read and it is 
highly recommended.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Priceless book. The only book one needs to 
read ...By A Bucket of CornPriceless book. The only book one needs to read, explore and honor the silent film world. 
Very in-depth and educational on all aspects of this period of film making, which is the pivotal era of film and the 
most important.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Excellent history and critique of silent film eraBy 
Terry NelsonMuch is misunderstood about the history of silent films. Everson has throughly researched the era and 
writes not only as historian, but as film critic, revealing many classics of the cinema you may not have heard of. He is 
detailed in his assessment, writing with conviction and authority. There are many stills from films as well as portraits 
of stars. This is a must for film students, fans, critics, and for those who want to learn about culture from a bygone era. 
Everson begins with Edison, covering an era not touched before by many writers, going through the evolution of film 
art, up to and including the first sound films. Did you know "The Jazz Singer" was not the first talkie? There is also a 
chronology at the end of the book along with suggested readings. Though Everson died in 1996 this book is still 
relevant. Everson along with James Agee are perhaps the foremost writers on about film.

Praised as the "best modern survey of the silent period" (New Republic), this indispensable history tells you 
everything you need to know about American silent film, from the nickelodeons in the early 1900s to the birth of the 
first "talkies" in the late 1920s. The author provides vivid descriptions of classic pictures such as The Birth of a 



Nation, Intolerance, Sunrise, The Covered Wagon, and Greed, and lucidly discusses their technical and artistic merits 
and weaknesses. He pays tribute to acknowledged masters like D. W. Griffith, Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, and Lillian and Dorothy Gish, but he also gives ample attention to previously 
neglected yet equally gifted actors and directors. In addition, the book covers individual genres, such as the comedy, 
western gangster, and spectacle, and explores such essential but little-understood subjects as art direction, production 
design, lighting and camera techniques, and the art of the subtitle. Intended for all scholars, students, and lovers of 
film, this fascinating book, which features over 150 film stills, provides a rich and comprehensive overview of this 
unforgettable era in film history.

From Library JournalLJ's reviewer predicted this book was "bound to become the standard work on the period" (LJ 
6/1/78), especially since it offers an in-depth look at "flickers" made prior to the 1920s boom that have been neglected 
in other histories. In addition to the early features, chapters cover D.W. Griffith and The Birth of a Nation, the 
Western, comedy, art direction and production design, the European influence, genres, directors, and the transition to 
sound. This survey remains "a readable, informed history of the period."Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.About the AuthorWilliam K. Everson (19291996) was the author of The Art of W. C. Fields, Classics of the 
Horror Film, and The Western. 


