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From Oxford University Press : American Cinema and Hollywood: Critical Approaches  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised American Cinema and Hollywood: Critical 
Approaches: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A textbook on film studies that explains its own history as well as 
the craft of classical Hollywood cinemaBy Patrick CollinsI would have liked this more had I been taking a film class 
and this was a textbook for the class.The book is not easy nor interesting reading for any but the most diehard film 
student. I bought the book becausr I thought Richard Dyer wrote one of the essays, but it turned out he was on the 
editorial board of the general series of film books.

American Cinema and Hollywood provides a clear and authoritative guide to one of the most important areas of film 
study. Comprehensive and up-to-date, it looks at the history of American cinema, the emergence of the studio system, 
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the key characteristics of Hollywood films, and Hollywood's relationship with both American society and the world 
beyond. A team of international experts explains the key concepts and arguments involved in the study of Hollywood 
while selected "readings" show how different critical perspectives apply to individual films. The volume is enhanced 
by illustrations throughout and learning aids such as chapter summaries and guides to further reading. Ideal for courses 
in film and media studies, American Cinema and Hollywood is also essential reading for anyone interested in 
American cinema.
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