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Ralph Cooper, Steve Dougherty : Amateur Night at the Apollo: Ralph Cooper Presents Five Decades of Great 
Entertainment  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Amateur Night at the Apollo: Ralph Cooper Presents Five Decades of Great Entertainment: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Looking for Ralph Cooper!!!By J. HillI came to know the name 
Ralph Cooper through the few movies that are available online that he starred in: Duke is Tops, Gang War, Dark 
Manhattan...I became interested after purchasing and viewing them. Searched in vain for him. I almost gave up until 
coming across this book written by the one and only Ralph Cooper Sr.He answered a lot of questions I had about New 
York, the Harlem Renaissance, black Hollywood and the history of the Apollo Theatre during the 20's--30's. And how 
he ended up as the emcee at the Apollo. He was a producer of a lot of African American movies which gave a lot of 
work to blacks during the 30's and 40's. His movie The Duke is Tops made Lena Horne a star when Hollywood only 
thought of her as another black jazz singer.The most interesting part of his book was the telling of all of the black 
entertainers who came through the Apollo and that is where they got their start. I cannot tell the entire story because I 
want as many people as possible to read this book. What I really want is for his movies...ALL OF THEM to become 
available for this generation of blacks to see to get to know WHO Ralph Cooper Sr was.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy RON A TAYLORA GOOD BOOK TO ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy brendaall good thank you
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Brand new, perfect condition. No shelf wear. In storage since publication. HarperCollins 1990 first edition. 260-page 
illustrated hardback recounts the history of Harlem's famed Apollo Theater. Fast shipping, tracking.

From Library JournalDancer-turned-emcee Cooper, host of weekly amateur contests at Harlem's Apollo Theatre from 
1934 to the present, recounts the victories and defeats of young entertainers as they sought the favor of the notoriously 
vocal Apollo audiences. Speaking in hip show-biz lingo, the often self-serving and name-dropping Cooper recalls 
Apollo debuts of Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, James Brown, and others, and describes Harlem life during the 
Prohibition era and the height of the Cotton Club. Illustrated with many large photos, this book will entertain anyone 
interested in the development of popular music, particularly soul and RB, even as it casts light on the racism and 
dishonesty that victimized black entertainers.- Paul Baker, CUNA Inc., Madison, Wis.Copyright 1990 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. 


