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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | found alot of interesting information about one of my favorite
movies. It'salittle long and overly detailed ...By CustomerWell written, exhaustively researched! | found alot of
interesting information about one of my favorite movies. It's alittle long and overly detailed in some areas, so | just
speed read through those or even skipped afew pages a couple of times. But the majority really takes you into the
process of the creativity involved, aswell as the personal lives of those that lived it on the screen and off.
Recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy readerVery interesting if wordy book.
The entire movieis dissected and discussed. MO of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fun readBy Robell
18A fun read, though alittle repetitive at times. Great to watch the film again knowing all the dish.

To millions of fans, All About Eve represents all that's witty and wonderful in classic Hollywood movies. Its old-
fashioned, larger-than-life stars--including Bette Davis, Marilyn Monroe, Anne Baxter, George Sanders, and Celeste
Holm--found their best rolesin Eve and its sophisticated dialogue has entered the lexicon.But there's much more to
know about All About Eve. Sam Staggs has written the definitive account of the making of this fascinating movie and
its enormous incluence on both film and popular culture. Staggs reveal s everything about the movie--from the famous
European actress Margo Channing was based on to the hot-blooded romance on-set between Bette Davis and costar
Gary Merrill, from the jump-start the movie gave Marilyn Monroe's career to the capstone it put on director Joseph L.
Mankeiwicz's. All About "All About Eve" isnot only full of rich detail about the movie, the director, and the stars, but
also about the audience who loved it when it came out and adore it to this day.

.com Like the movieit celebrates, Sam Staggs's All About All About Eveis good, gossipy fun. The book is
exhaustively researched, from behind-the-scenes anecdotes to atalk with the original, mysterious "Eve" who sparked
the dinner party conversation that inspired the magazine story that eventually became one of the best movies ever
made. The book spirals outward from the movie as well, chronicling the subsequent careers of the principals (and an
ingenue newcomer named Marilyn Monroe), the life of writer-director Joseph L. Mankiewicz, and even the ill-fated
romance of stars Bette Davis and Gary Merrill. It is, of course, the legendary on-set cattiness that is the focus of the
book'sfirst half (Celeste Holm claims that Bette Davis responded to her initial "Good morning" with atart " Oh shit,
good manners,” and the two never spoke again; cast members dish about George Sanders's then-wife Zsa Zsa Gabor),
but the overall tone of the book is one of affection and a deep fascination for even the smallest aspects of the film. A
true fan, Staggs analyzes the position of All About Evein its own time and in the camp culture of today, notesits
influence on innumerabl e subsequent films, and even chronicles the somewhat manufactured "feud" between Bette
Davis and Tallulah Bankhead that devel oped over Davis's characterization of Margo Channing. To keep it from
getting too weighty, Staggs punctuates the book with sidebars, paying tribute to the career of Walter Hampden, the
elderly actor who presents the Sarah Siddons award, and even working in a match-the-famous-quote-to-the-French-
subtitle quiz. All About All About Eve succeeds best in its main purpose--making you want to watch the movie one
more time. --Ali DavisFrom Publishers Weekly"Fans.... They're juvenile delinquents, mental defectives. They never
see aplay or amovie--they're never indoors long enough!" exclaims Bette Daviss Margo Channing in the camp
classic All About Eve. This seems especialy ungrateful language given that uber-fan Staggs (MMII) hasinterviewed
all of the surviving members of the cast and crew and compiled every possible fact, factoid and rumor about Joseph
Mankiewicz's 1950s Oscar-winning tale of backstage back-stabbing in the Broadway theater. He details the evolution
of the story, the filming, the stars lives and the story's later incarnation as a Broadway musical. His book bears up
under the weight of al thistrivia not only because he has uncovered so much captivating material, but also because he
usesit to illuminate larger themes. Staggs's comparison of similar dialogue from Eve and Edward Albee's Who's
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? illustrates the complexities of cultural influence, while hisinvestigation of whether Tallulah
Bankhead was the real-life model for Margo Channing becomes a meditation on the role of the bitch-goddess-divain
popular culture. Most startling of all, he has actually tracked down the young actress who was the model for the
deviously ambitious Eve Harrington and tells her alarming, lamentable story. Written in a chatty style that can be
laugh-out-loud-funny (actor Hugh Marlow is described as "one of those slow-burning, carbohydrate actors who all
look like versions of Gregory Peck™), Stagg's engaging study should be the last word on this enduring classic. Bw
photos not seen by PW. (Mar.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library Journa The 1950 Oscar-
winning film All About Eve, amovie about ambition and backbiting in the theater world, has become a critical and a
cult classic. In this account of the movie, journalist and "filmlorist” Staggs (MM I1) colors his treatment of the origins,
influences, and spin-offs of the Bette Davis vehicle with fact, rumor, and all shades in between. Theresult isatruly
comprehensive filmography (as in "biography™)--with limited readership appeal. Most readers will lap up the off-
screen anecdotes about the movie's stars and makers, but only diehard fans will appreciate Staggs's analysis of the
film's homoerotic overtones, hisitemization of production-related expenses, and his unconvincing comparisons to
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? Most compelling is Staggs's quest to track down the "real" Eve, the scheming
ingenue who flatters, ingratiates, and eventually connives her way to the top. Superbly referenced, thisis
recommended for collections that emphasize popular culture.-Jayne Plymale, Aiken, SC Copyright 2000 Reed
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