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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Alien Zone: Cultural 
Theory and Contemporary Science Fiction Cinema (Probability; 36): 

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Mostly scholarly, still interesting.By PolarisDiBTo be perfectly 
honest, it's quite unlikely many people will be buying this book as anything else than a textbook for a science fiction 
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literature or science fiction film class. That said, it's still a very interesting read on the most part.A collection of 
semiotic essays on various Science Fiction texts and their discursive meanings, this book is both informative and 
useful for taking science fiction a bit further. If you know neither what semiotic or discursive means, don't even 
bother. Even the most poorly written essays in this collection use pretty thick grammar to present their theses.Despite 
their largely academic conceit, this book is not saved from the occassional bad essay. The last one in particular, 
"Feminist Futures, A Generic Study" was an exercise in redundancy and circular reasoning. Thus, for the oddball 
exhibitionist out there, don't expect to place this book on your shelf and use it to seem smarter or anything. It definitely 
is a book that deserves a read-through in order to develop some ideas. It's a resource material, not a literary piece.--
PolarisDiB

This is especially true of the science fiction filma genre as old as cinema itselfwhich has rarely received the serious 
attention devoted to such genres as the western, the film noir and recently, under the aegis of feminist film theory, the 
so-called womans film. Alien Zone aims to bring science fiction cinema fully into the ambit of cultural theory in 
general and of film theory in particular.The essays in this booksome newly written, others gathered from scattered 
sourceslook at the ways in which contemporary science fiction films draw on, rework, and transform established 
themes and conventions of the genre: the mise-en-scene of future worlds; the myth of masculine mastery of nature; 
power and authority and their relation to technology. This material is ordered and contextualized by the editor with a 
view to exploring how science fiction cinema has been approached critically and theoretically by commentators on the 
genre: as a mirror of society, as bearing or producing ideology; as caught up in an intertext of media productions, or as 
expressing unconscious desires.Contributors include Giuliana Bruno, Scott Bukatman, Thomas B. Byers, Barbara 
Creed, Anne Cranny-Francis, Daniel Dervin, H. Bruce Franklin, James H. Kavanagh, Douglas Kelner, Steve Neale, 
Judith Newton, Constance Penley, Hugh Ruppersberg, Michael Ryan, Vivian Sobchack, Michael Stern, J. P. Telotte, 
and Paul Virilio.
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