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Richard Sylla : Alexander Hamilton: The Illustrated Biography  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Alexander Hamilton: The Illustrated Biography: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Hamilton: The Illustrated Biography- A masterpiece and must read 
for anyone interested in Alexander HamiltonBy Gene PisasaleRichard Sylla has accomplished what few historians 
have done successfully over many decades: summarize and explain the life and accomplishments of Alexander 
Hamilton through the eyes of professor of finance with a focus on the history of business and banking. Alexander 
Hamilton's achievements were many- yet one stands above all the rest: his creation of the American banking system, 
which laid the foundation for economic growth and prosperity through Treasury Department operations, securities 
markets, public and private finance and numerous related applications. More than any other American, Hamilton put 
these things into existence and his policies- approved by George Washington- allowed them to come to fruition, giving 
rise to the most successful nation in human history. Sylla's book Hamilton: The Illustrated Biography is superb: a 
beautifully illustrated volume with hundreds of paintings, historical images and photographs and a narrative that flows 
and is easy to read, for both historians and non-history buffs, for both finance and non-finance people. I worked for 24 
years in the investment and banking industries as a financial analyst and portfolio manager and have recently 
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published a book on Hamilton focusing on his creation of the American financial system. In it, I quote Sylla and other 
scholars who have brought many facts to light about Hamilton's great contributions to America and the world. To get 
an idea of how well Hamilton's policies have worked, take a look around. America is by far the most successful, best 
governed nation on Earth where its citizens enjoy a wealth of advantages and freedoms only dreamed of by millions in 
other nations. All of these things occurred at least partly because Alexander Hamilton and the other Founding Fathers 
built the greatest republic on Earth. Yet it was Hamilton who stood above the rest in making sure the new government 
had the financial strength and wherewithal to survive and thrive going forward. In the two centuries since his policies 
were put into place, American industry has risen to the top ranking in the world, our system of government has been 
copied by many other nations and our freedoms used as yardsticks by which other nations and their citizens rate 
themselves. All of these things occurred due to Alexander Hamilton. Sylla's book is one of the very best narratives 
written on this great patriot in the last 50 years. It will be enjoyed by a wide range of readers. Anyone who wants to 
learn more about Hamilton and how America came to be what it is today should read this book. I give it 5-stars.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. This is an excellent publication that provides real insight into both the life 
...By Ian Patrick AustinThis is an excellent publication that provides real insight into both the life of Hamilton and his 
decisive influence domestically and internationally. The clarity of the writing makes this work useful to all levels of 
interest in Hamilton, from those first learning about him and his work, or more experienced readers who will enjoy it 
as an excellent example of public education. The design and lay-out of the book is simply outstanding. A project of the 
highest quality.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Hamilton is a great bookBy C. FinleyI am still 
reading the book, but it is a fascinating book about a man I didn't know very much about. I love the lllustrations too. It 
is a great book.

Find out who lived and who died in the incredible story of the founding father who made America modernand became 
the toast of Broadway. This richly illustrated biography portrays Alexander Hamiltons fascinating life alongside his 
key contributions to American history, including his unsung role as an early abolitionist. An immigrant from the West 
Indies, he played a crucial part in the political, legal, and economic development of the new nation: He served as 
Washingtons right-hand man during the Revolutionary War; he helped establish the Constitution; he wrote most of 
The Federalist Papers; and he modernized Americas fledgling finances, among other notable achievements. Noted 
Hamilton scholar and chairman of the Museum of American Finance, Richard Sylla, brings the flesh-and-blood 
manstudent, soldier, lawyer, political scientist, finance minister, and politicianto life and reveals captivating details of 
his private life as well as his infamous demise at the hands of Vice President Aaron Burr, expertly telling Hamiltons 
incredible story like no other.Open the jacket to reveal a foldout map of New York City in 1776 by Henry Johnston 
and Joseph Bien. This rare antique map was the first to show all of Manhattan during the War of Independence. 
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