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From Fairleigh Dickinson University Press : Adaptation Studies: New Approaches  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Adaptation Studies: New Approaches: 

0 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Adaptation Studies: New ApproachesBy Alice J. WhiteMy opinion 
is strictly biased: my son wrote the final chapter! In all honesty, I know nothing about the subject of the book, only the 
integrity and intelligence of my son, Wyatt D. Phillips.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Groundbreaking CollectionBy Dr. Laurence RawCombining essays from leading figures in the field, such as Thomas 
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M. Leitch, with interventions from younger scholars, this book offers a penetrating summary of existing approaches to 
adaptation studies, plus new frameworks for study centering on context-specific work. At last it seems that the ghost of 
fidelity might be adequately deconstructed, placing it within a culture and temporally-specific context that tells us 
more about the person making the judgment than whether target texts are faithful to their source. Definitely worth a 
place on any adaptation scholar's shelf.

This collection of essays offers a sustained, theoretically rigorous rethinking of various issues at work in film and 
other media adaptations. The essays in the volume as a whole explore the reciprocal, intertextual quality of adaptations 
that permeate the contemporary media experiencefrom books, to films, to music, to graphic novels. The central 
argument in this book is that texts in various media always borrow, rework, and adapt each other in complex ways; in 
addition, the authors in this volume explore the specific forces (social, economic, historical, and authorial) that are at 
work in particular texts and intertexts. Together, the fourteen essays emphasize that adaptations, in the intersections 
they create across different media, inhabit a sort of cross-fertilization that is both artistically productive and 
affirmative of difference. The volume takes as its starting point the assumption that adapters cannot simply transpose 
or transfer one particular text from one medium to another. They must interpret, re-work, and re-imagine the precursor 
text in order to choose the various meanings and sensations they find most compelling (or most cost-effective); then, 
they create scenes, characters, plot elements, etc., that match their interpretation. These very relationships are the 
subject matter this collection seeks to explore. Poststructural theory is an ideal place to begin a rigorous and 
theoretically sound investigation of adaptation. As adaptation studies adopts a poststructuralist lens and defines this 
richer notion of intertextuality, some of its key assumptions will change. Adaptation scholars will recognize that all 
film adaptations are intertextual by definition, mutlivocal by necessity, and adaptive by their nature. This book brings 
together innovative, original work from fourteen scholars in the fields of adaptation studies, media studies, and critical 
theory. It includes essays of theoretical concern in adaptation studies as well as essays that engage with specific single 
and multi-source adaptations (among them, film adaptations of Jane Austen and James Joyces fiction, Ang Lees 
Brokeback Mountain, David Lynchs Lost Highway, and George Romeros Night of the Living Dead). The volume is 
divided into three interrelated sections: Fidelity, Ethics, and Intertextuality; Literature, Film Adaptations, and Beyond; 
and Adaptation as Departure. Overall, it promises to help move the study of adaptation from the fringe of critical 
studies to the more central role it can and should fulfill in the complex contemporary media landscape. 

There are a number of interesting essays in the book; some that take novel approaches.... The contributions seem to 
make real moves toward a more theoretically muscular approach to the field of [adaptation]. (Journal of American 
Studies of Turkey)About the AuthorChrista Albrecht-Crane is associate professor and assistant chair in the 
Department of English and Literature at Utah Valley University.Dennis Cutchins is associate professor of English at 
Brigham Young University. 


