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Sandra Billington : A Social History of the Fool before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised A Social History of the Fool:

'Historian and actress Sandra Billington takes us on an entertaining, illuminating and extremely informative journey.
This unique book is essential reading for all serious fools and clowns." Mike LeighWho is the Fool and what does he
mean to us? Pre-1900 scholars thought him a Renaissance fashion, a continental import of note in the British Isles only
between 1486 and the 1630s, per his appearances in Shakespeare. But, as Sandra Billington shows in this superb study,
the Fool has been with us far longer, and has worn many guises: village idiot and sophisticated comedian, embodiment
of Satan and God's own jester.
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