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Jay Holben : A Shot in the Dark: A Creative DIY Guide to Digital Video Lighting on (Almost) No Budget 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Shot in the Dark: A 
Creative DIY Guide to Digital Video Lighting on (Almost) No Budget: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. An excellent resource!!!By DarkmattersI recently learned that one of 
my highest recommended books about lighting - Matters of Light Depth - has been chosen as a textbook and as a 
result the price has skyrocketed. In a recent review, I panned Motion Picture and Video Lighting, Second Edition by 
Blain Brown as being pretty useless for anyone setting up a stopmotion studio. So in an effort to find another book I 
can recommend in lieu of Matters of Light and Depth, I ordered a newly-published (jan of this year) book that sounded 
good. And it does not disappoint one bit!! Like Matters, it goes into the properties of light - both hard and soft light, 
and how they're created and what kind of effects can be achieved with each. Lots of great example pics, and also a 
great bonus - a section on do-it-yourself electrical wiring, I especially like this, as I've done some bodgering of light 
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fixtures myself, guided only by a friend's advice, and now thanks to Jay Holben's excellent electrical teaching, I have a 
pretty decent understanding of the relevant considerations when doing this sort of thing. It's all about the AMPS... he'll 
tell you why and give you simple conversions to figure out just how much amperage you need when selecting cords 
and other electrical components.In fact, his coverage of lighting in general is very thorough... but there were still a 
couple of ideas covered in the Lowell book that aren't here... namely off the top of my head Lowell mentioned an 
important concept from old Hollywood techniques calling for the separation of subject and background so that you 
have complete control over each without it affecting the other. Ah, but what can you do? This is an excellent book and 
gets my highest recommendation!!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Best book on video lightingBy 
Denez McAdooThis is not just a DIY book on lighting on a budget. It covers most of what to expect working on a indi 
set. The DIY part servers a double function of teaching you hands on basics of electrical wiring. From people that I've 
talked to who work on indi sets, there is a lot of building your own solutions to what ever problem comes your way, so 
I think this is more practical than your average "how to work with no budget" type guide.There is also no section on 
three-point lighting - this is a good thing. Every other book (including non-lighting books) cover this, and frankly in 
narrative, hell simply any non-interview setting, three point lighting is throw out the window.This book feels like it 
was written by someone with lots of on set experience, not by someone who just wanted to make money writing 
another mediocre book on lighting.Highly recommended.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Low on 
funds? Need more knowledge on low budget lighting more?By J1mbo Jon3sI bought this book about a year ago- and 
glad I am. For the price of the information in this text book, one cannot go wrong. It covers the basics of digital video 
lighting as well as types of lights, and how to construct lighting gear and accessories. Joined with HQ pics, the text 
gives you a great inside look at how lighting creates tone, mood dimension- it also gears an individual to start looking 
at everyday lighting differently, like a cinematographer.I would recommend this book to anyone starting out or trying 
to increase their skills in low budget video lighting. The author did a great job on a subject that is not covered nearly as 
much as it should.

The most significant contribution to film imagery is lighting. Lighting is the key to turning amateur footage into 
professional stories and presentation. A SHOT IN THE DARK: A CREATIVE DIY GUIDE TO DIGITAL VIDEO 
LIGHTING ON (ALMOST) NO BUDGET shows that good lighting doesn't always require expensive or extensive 
Hollywood hardware. With a little creativity, ingenuity, and some elbow grease, you can create your own lighting 
arsenal to handle a multitude of situations. This book will show do-it-yourselfers how to create their own equipment 
and how best to use it. The first part of the book teaches you about the basics--the fundamentals of light, color, 
exposure, and electricity--that are the building blocks of lighting. You'll discover what light is and how to control it. 
Once you have that foundation, the book will introduce tips, techniques, and hands-on projects that instruct you on 
how to create your own lighting tools from inexpensive, readily available resources. The only limit to what you can do 
is your imagination. From the Author: Five Tips to Better Images Never use auto exposure! Your exposure is your 
strongest brush in your photographic arsenal. Never allow a piece of hardware to tell you where to place your 
exposure. Evaluate the scene, evaluate the lighting levels, and make an educated decision based on what you want 
your audience to see. Learn to control your lighting quality. Choosing the right quality of light for the right situations 
helps to refine your images considerably! Hard light, soft light, or a combination of the two: learn to use these tools to 
your advantage. Position your lights according to the mood you want to convey. When it comes to lighting, it should 
rarely (if ever) be about 'just enough light to shoot.' Lighting creates a mood and helps tell a story. Whether it is a 
corporate interview or a dramatic scene, your light position helps the audience to experience the right mood. Learn to 
see light. Photographic lighting doesn't happen in a vacuum. It's based on real-world experiences. Sometimes you want 
your light to be surreal and foreign, and sometimes you want it to be incredibly natural and not feel 'lit' at all. The best 
way to learn the differences is to study light in the natural world. Natural and artificial lighting in your everyday life 
will surprise you with how beautiful and memorable it can be. Learn to not take light for granted and to see it around 
you at all times. The most important thing you do with lighting is to direct the audience's attention to where you want 
it to be. What is most important in this shot or scene? Starting there will help dictate how you will add or subtract 
lighting to make sure the audience is seeing what you want them to see when you want them to see it. 

About the AuthorJay Holben began his career in theater, eventually becoming a master electrician and lighting 
designer before making the move to Hollywood first as an electrician, then as a gaffer, before advancing to become a 
director of photography. As a cinematographer, Holben shot commercials, music videos, documentaries, and feature 
films. In 1996 he started as a writer for "American Cinematographer Magazine," eventually rising to technical editor 
for the publication. He is currently the technical editor for "DV Magazine" and remains a contributing writer for 
"American Cinematographer" as well as "Videography magazine." Holben has also contributed to several other books 
including the "American Cinematographer Manual." He is now an independent producer/ director living in Los 
Angeles. 


