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Carl Rollyson : A Real American Character: TheLife of Walter Brennan (Hollywood L egends Series) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Real American Character:
The Life of Walter Brennan (Hollywood L egends Series):

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Not very interestingBy R. Wayne OlmstedNot a good read. To much
of the book is devoted to describing the movies which he was in and relatively little of interest about the man himself.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1628460474

But, then, maybe he just was not that interesting of a person. He did know alot of fellow actors, but he says very little
about them as persons.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. and for good reason. AlsoBy marshall
tharpWalter Brennan was in many films over many years, many B grade, where he had aminor part. The book goes
into too much detail on the plot of these movies, which have been long forgotten, and for good reason. Also, thereis
the usual name dropping at parties and other occasions. It spends too little time on Brennan's personal life and life
style. | found the book boring and had to skip through much of it looking for substance. ..MAT Sun City Center FL.0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. A character actor who was the star.By J. Warner"The Life of Walter
Brennan" is areasonably well written book covering the career of a man who made his acting reputation from well
portrayed character roles. You'll learn interesting details of Brennan's career and his ways of creating memorable
characters. This biography made me appreciate Walter Brennan the actor. In many instances his characterizations
outshine the star!

Walter Brennan (18941974) was one of the greatest character actors in Hollywood history. He won three Academy
Awards and became a national icon starring as Grandpain The Real McCoys. He appeared in over two hundred
motion pictures and became the subject of a Norman Rockwell painting, which celebrated the actors unique role as the
voice of the American Western. His life journey from Swampscott, Massachusetts, to Hollywood, to atwelve
thousand-acre cattle ranch in Joseph, Oregon, is one of the great American stories.In the first biography of this epic
figure, Carl Rollyson reveal s Brennans consummate mastery of virtually every kind of role while playing against and
often stealing scenes from such stars as Gary Cooper, Humphrey Bogart, and John Wayne. Rollyson fully explores
Brennans work with Hollywoods greatest directors, such as Howard Hawks, John Ford, and Fritz Lang. As afather
and grandfather, Brennan instilled generations of hisfamily with an outlook on the American Dream that remains a
sustaining feature of their lives today. His conservative palitics, which grew out of his New England upbringing and
his devout Catholicism, receive meticulous attention and a balanced assessment in A Real American Character.Written
with the full cooperation of the Brennan family and drawing on material in archives from every region of the United
States, this new biography presents an artist and family man who lived and breathed an American idealism that made
him the Real McCoy.

Here at last is an impassioned tribute to the Hollywood character actor Walter Brennan. From the counter at Dad
Kellys Corned Beef Parlor, where he hung out as a silent extra, to the sound sets of William Wyler, Frank Capra, and
Howard Hawks, the man and actor come vibrantly alive in this thoughtful biography. Meticulously researched and
written in Rollysons always fluent and engaging prose, A Real American Character analyzes the many shades of
Brennans Hollywood persona while giving a clear-eyed view of the actor as both a fanatic anti-communist and family
man par excellence.Diane Jacobs, author of Christmasin July: The Life and Art of Preston Sturges and, most recently,
Dear Abigail, abiography of Abigail Adams and her two sistersUnsung character actors finally get along-overdue
close-up in A Real American Character, Carl Rollysons authoritative portrait of Walter Brennan. A real Hollywood
success story, Brennan and his extraordinary career, which included winning three Oscars, are presented with great
sympathy, sensitivity, and admiration.Marion Meade, author of The Unruly Life of Woody Allen and Buster Keaton:
Cut to the ChaseAbout the AuthorCarl Rollyson, Cape May County, New Jersey, is the advisory editor of the
Hollywood Legends Series from University Press of Mississippi and the author of several biographies, including
Marilyn Monroe: A Life of the Actress and Hollywood Enigma: Dana Andrews (both published by University Press of
Mississippi); American Isis: The Life and Art of Sylvia Plath; and Amy Lowell Anew: A Biography. Heisalso a
professor of journalism at Baruch College, the City University of New Y ork.



