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Donald Richie : A Hundred Years of Japanese Film: A Concise History, with a Selective Guide to DVDs and 
Videos  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Hundred 
Years of Japanese Film: A Concise History, with a Selective Guide to DVDs and Videos: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Richie - A Samurai Master of His ArtBy Ottawa WolfIf you are 
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interested in Japanese cinema, this is the book with which you are best to begin. Richie is a master of his subject 
matter, and the book is beautifully written and illustrated. This book has been a great companion for me while 
watching and researching Japanese cinema for a new book that I'm writing. You will find interviews and commentary 
from Donald Richie on the Criterion Collection releases of many of their Japanese films. Richie provides a blending of 
cultural analysis, politics and history, so that the Western viewer can begin to appreciate more of what they are seeing. 
This book provides the broad overview - 100 years. Once you've mastered this, then go looking for the other details 
that interest you.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great movie referenceBy Richard L.PragerHistoical 
and comprehensive descritions of the evolution of film in the Japanese library.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Japanese Film GuideBy B. A. DilgerThis comprehensive, somewhat erudite book captures the history 
and genius of Japanese cinema. It is the author's intention to introduce the reader(s) to a different world of the film, 
where reality is interpreted differently from Western ideas of cinema. Included is a brief filmography of extant 
Japanese films, available on VHS and DVD. The hardcover was a bargain!

The authoritative guide to Japanese film, completely revised and updated.Now available in paperback for the first 
time, A Hundred Years of Japanese Film by Donald Richie, the foremost Western expert on Japanese film, gives us an 
incisive, detailed, and fully illustrated history of the country's cinema.Called "the dean of Japan's arts critics" by Time 
magazine, Richie takes us from the inception of Japanese cinema at the end of the nineteenth century, through the 
achievements of Kurosawa, Mizoguchi, and Ozu, then on to the notable works of contemporary filmmakers. This 
revised edition includes analyses of the latest trends in Japanese cinema, such as the revival of the horror genre, and 
introduces today's up-and-coming directors and their works.As Paul Schrader writes in his perceptive foreword, 
Richie's accounting of the Japanese film "retains his sensitivity to the actual circumstances of film production 
(something filmmakers know very well but historians often overlook) . . . and shows the interweave of filmmaking-the 
contributions of directors, writers, cinematographers, actors, musicians, art directors, as well as financiers."Of primary 
interest to those who would like to watch the works introduced in these pages, Richie has provided capsule reviews of 
the major subtitled Japanese films commercially available in DVD and VHS formats. This guide has been updated to 
include not only the best new movie releases, but also classic films available in these formats for the first time.


