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Robert Osborne : 75 Years of the Oscar: The Official History of the Academy Awards  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 75 Years of the Oscar: The Official History of 
the Academy Awards: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Pauline ArvesenVery interesting and informational.7 
of 7 people found the following review helpful. Just What I was Looking ForBy Randy KeehnOver the years, I have 
picked up a few books about the Academy Awards. I did so primarily to get a list of winners but I have also been 
interested in knowing the nominees. In the early days of the award it wasn't unusual to have eight or nine nominees for 
a particular award. However, the inference was still that there was something special about this particular movie in 
regards to this particular awards. I like that "75 Years of the Oscar" lists not only each award winner but each award 
nominee as well. I espcially appreciate the listing of all nominees for the Best Foreign Language award. I hadn't come 
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across that before in any of the books I'd found."75 Years of the Oscar" makes for a large tome and I did have to send 
back the first edition of the book that I received due to weak binding for a book this size. The book provides an 
overview of each individual year as well as each decade of the award. Over the years the Academy Awards have over-
rated some turkeys and ignored some movies now considered classics. The Academy has had a tendency, over the 
years, to focus on five to eight movies a year for 95% of all nominees. It certainly seems that it is a popularity contest 
more than an artistic examination. However, it's still a fairly reliable source for finding good movies of the past and 
that's what I use it for.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good read.By BONNIE 
BUCKLEYBeautifully done. Coffee table book.

75 Years of the Oscar, newly updated, revised, and expanded, is the official history of the Academy Awards written by 
film critic Robert Osborne in association with the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. It begins with a 
general history of the Academy followed by the author's lively, decade-by-decade overviews of the accomplishments, 
trends, and events that occurred during each ten-year period within the Academy and the film industry. The book also 
provides a year-by-year portrayal of the actual ceremonies, plus a complete listing of the nominees and winners in 
every category, making it the most comprehensive book on the subject. In addition to Osborne's text, there are 
personal remembrances of more than 100 Oscar winners, including Mickey Rooney, Mary Astor, Sir Laurence Olivier, 
Fred Zinnemann, Clint Eastwood, and Emma Thompson.The 725 candid pictures from the evening's events, stills from 
the movies, and original posters for every Best Picture round out each section. Combining Osborne's extensive 
knowledge and the Academy's exceptional archives, including many rarely seen photographs, this book, ideal for 
scholars and film buffs alike, is unrivaled in illustration, accuracy, and scope.

"Unique...by virtue of the number and quality of its hundreds of illustrations." - Los Angeles Times Book "...Features 
a year-by-year rundown of nominations and winners, plus dozens of Oscars memories." - People "...A well-organized 
and well-indexed reference source on award nominations, winners, and ceremonies. Osborne's extensive coverage of 
the ceremonies themselves is probably his most unique contribution...a very readable and visually attractive 
presentation of a popular subject, as well as a solid reference source." - ChoiceAbout the AuthorRobert Osborne is a 
columnist and critic for The Hollywood Reporter and prime-time host and anchor of the Turner Classic Movies cable 
television network. He has written more than ten books on the film world and hosted several of the Academy's in-
person tributes. 


