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John W. Cones : 43 Ways to Finance Your Feature Film: A Comprehensive Analysis of Film Finance  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 43 Ways to Finance Your 
Feature Film: A Comprehensive Analysis of Film Finance: 

74 of 78 people found the following review helpful. A resource for producers new and oldBy Faith PennickHow 
helpful this book is depends on how "green" you are about the film industry. Those with little to no knowledge about 
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film production will find the book resourceful, informative and very "to-the-point" about the different types of 
financing available. The advantage/disadvantage sections are especially concise--it's always good to see both sides 
when it comes to deals potentially worth millions. The "further reading" sections at the end of chapter are also handy, 
if you want to do extra research on your own.For those who are experienced film producers (or even those who have 
finished rigorous film producing and/or entertainment business academic programs, such as myself), the information 
may repeat many things you already know. Many of the strategies in this book I've learned about in producing classes 
and film financing seminars--and I'm just starting my career. So I'm sure that some seasoned producers may think this 
book is reinventing the wheel. However, I did think that the sections dealing with the different securities and 
corporation options were very informative as far as how they impact your tax status, the difference between active and 
passive investors, how your autonomy as a filmmaker/producer may be affected, etc. It breaks down a lot of tax 
legalese into layman's terms.Overall, I recommend the book--as a primer for new producers and students, and as a 
great reference guide to those with experience.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Bible of Film 
FinanceBy TangeroneThis is the best book in the business on how to finance an independent film. It is filled with all 
of the creative alternative ways to raise money legally to produce your own movie. Especially helpful are the legal 
methods for legally avoiding stringent securities laws, such as upon formation of a new company. Cones is the expert 
in this area. This book applies to all types of capital formation for all businesses, not just the film business. I often 
recommend it to my own clients who are seeking to raise funds for a business, even if it is not in the film business. I 
highly recommend this seminal guide to raising financing and navigating the complicated shoals of the securities 
laws.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A good reference guide for the guerrilla filmmakerBy B. BoalIf 
you are at a major studio, I doubt you'll be reading this review. But, if you want to make movies and have limited 
capital; this book may help you. There are all sorts of ways to raise capital to make a film, crowdfunding was not 
available when this book came out; but other than that it narrows down the most effective ways to finance films.

John W. Cones has updated his now classic 43 Ways to Finance Your Feature Film: A Comprehensive Analysis of 
Film Finance with a substantially reorganized and expanded third edition.An essential reference guide for film 
professionals on every side of film financing, 43 Ways answers the question that every filmmaker and producer 
ultimately faces, the issue that can make or break any venture into the film industry: How do I finance my feature 
film? The third edition includes updated information and coverage of new options for financing.In his clear and 
concise style and with expertise amassed over his nearly twenty years of experience in the film finance industry, 
Cones breaks financing options down into six main areas: gifts and grants, investor financing, domestic government 
subsidies and tax incentive programs, lender financing, international finance options, and studio or industry financing. 
Beginning with the forms of financing most likely to be accessible to independent feature film producers, Cones 
proceeds to other forms that become increasingly available as the producers career matures.As an objective adviser, 
Cones provides specific, concise information regarding the many possible financing strategies and lists the distinct 
pros and cons of each strategy. This guide covers the options for film financing in rich detail so that even first-time 
producers and filmmakers will be able to make educated and informed decisions about the best approaches to 
financing their films. An extensive bibliography contains additional information about each form of film finance. 
Cones also counters much of the bad advice being provided by pseudoprofessional film finance consultants and points 
out scams that may separate unwary film producers from their money.Although the book focuses on financing feature 
films, much of its information is relevant to the financing of other kinds of projects, such as short films, 
documentaries, videos, and multimedia and theatrical endeavors. Anyone considering making or investing in a feature 
film will be well served by this practical and helpful guide.


